
Happy November! Thanksgiving is around the corner, and for that 
reason alone, we are thankful. It’s easy to get distracted in the world 
and forget about all the wonderful things we have to be thankful for, so 
GEAR UP Birmingham (GUB) would like to challenge you to participate 
in the #30DaysOfThankfulness challenge. Every day in the month of 
November, we challenge you to take the time to reflect on all of the 
reasons you are thankful and either: 

As the GUB staff reflected on all which we are thankful for, we 
decided that we are most thankful for the opportunity to serve an 
awesome group of 9th and 10th grade students, and their families, 
as they continue to gaining early awareness and readiness for 
undergraduate programs. 
 
October was another busy month for GUB as we presented at the Birmingham City Schools (BCS) 
District-Wide Parent Workshop hosted by Family Involvement. We also hosted a number of College 
Week activities. College Week is when GUB raises awareness about critical steps for college entry 
and success, as well as highlight extracurricular opportunities and benefits of attending college. 
During this week, local BCS high schools participated in door decorating contests, hosted guest 
speakers, highlighted National Panhellenic Greek organizations, hosted college fairs and more. 
Additionally, some cohort students were given the opportunity to hear from best-selling author, 
White House Social Entrepreneur presenter and CEO of Student Success Agency, E.J. Carrion of 
Dallas, TX. During Carrion’s visit, these students were afforded the opportunity to sign up for a 
chance to receive their own personal digital agent to help them achieve their college and career 
goals — check it out here. Our 10th grade cohort students had a blast competing in the Magic City 
College Experience school-wide competition, where winners had the chance to advance to the GUB 
district competition event held on the campus of Lawson State Community College. Congrats to all 
the participants and all the winning groups who took home exciting prizes showcasing their hard 
work and dedication during this first Magic City College Experience!  
 
November will be another exciting month for GUB as we have designated this month as Community 
College Month. Be sure to check out our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages as we highlight 
some of Alabama’s finest community colleges!

A NOTE FROM DR. SIMMONS

Tuesday, October 24, GEAR UP Birmingham hosted its 
first Magic City College Experience at Lawson State 
Community College. Birmingham City Schools’ 10th grade 
students addressed “The Relevance of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities in the 21st Century, Presumed 
Post-Racial Society” through a group project competition 
that included oral, written and visual presentations for 
the chance to win a Microsoft Surface Pro Tablet. The 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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 Happy Veteran’s Day!
(No school)
November 10

Happy Thanksgiving Break!
(No school) 

November 20-24

Parent Meeting: GUB & 
Regions Bank presents 

Budgeting for the Holiday 
Season & Protecting 

Yourself Against 
Identity Theft

Parent Tuition Waiver 
Application Deadline

November 16

December 18

Registration Deadline for 
Dec. 9 ACT Test

November 3

Happy Christmas Break!  
(No school)  

December 20-January 7

Dr. Kisha T. Simmons, NBCT
GEAR UP Project Director
Twitter: @KTSimmons4AU

Email: ksimmons@bhm.k12.al.us
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MAGIC CITY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE

students spent the day engaging in activities that 
allowed them to experience the collegiate life in a 
variety of ways. Comedian and Radio Personality, 
Funny Maine, served as the emcee for the event. 
Students had an opportunity to observe steppers 
from the undergraduate chapters of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. - Eta Epsilon Chapter-Miles 
College and Kappa Delta Chapter-UAB.

Keynote Speaker, Brandon Wilson, CEO of Wilbron 
Inc. and Birmingham City School alumnus, motivated students by using the life story of Booker T. 
Washington as an example of what it truly means to be successful. Wilson said, “Seeing the drive in 
this group of young students was inspirational. The hard work they put into their presentations 
exhibited both their commitment and eagerness for one day making college their personal reality.” 

After the keynote presentation, the first-place contestants from each high school presented their 
oral, visual and written reports to an experienced panel of judges.

Judges include:

Congratulations to our 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners!

1st Place - Wenonah H.S.
(Mallory Franks, Deija Harris, N’Kiyah Johnson)
2nd Place - Ramsay H.S. 
(Kristian Williams, Rashad Hicks, Charles Rutledge)
3rd Place - Huffman H.S. 
(Aislynn Thomas, Khadija Israel, RaDasia Moore)

Students ended the day by participating in a sideline Q&A report with college admissions 
representative(s) from the University of Montevallo, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Miles 
College, Lawson State Community College and Alabama A&M University. The Magic City College 
Experience was one to remember. Thank you to all who participated in making this event a 
huge success!

1) Share them on social media. 
2) Write them down in a gratitude journal. 
3) Simply share your thoughts with a friend.



GEAR UP BIRMINGHAM CELEBRATES COMMUNITY COLLEGE MONTH

Happy Community College Month! This month, GUB is proud to celebrate the values and benefits 
of attending a community college. GUB is a proud partner of the Alabama Community College 
System, as well as two local community colleges — Lawson State Community College and 
Jefferson State Community College. These two-year institutions are members of the Alabama 
Community College system and offer a number of degree options in the fields of STEM and 
nursing education. 
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Elizabeth Thomas, Program Specialist for high school English/Language-Arts at BCS
J.W. Carpenter, Executive Director of Birmingham Education Foundation
Ollena Sanford, WIOA/TRA Coordinator/General Student Advisor for Jefferson State 
Community College
Katrina Crenshaw Dada, Program Specialist for Birmingham Education Foundation
E.J. Carrion, CEO of Students Success Agency
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DID YOU KNOW?
The ACT created by ACT Inc., 
is an entrance exam used by 
most colleges to make 
admissions decisions. This 
test provides colleges with one 
common criterion that can be 
used to compare all applicants.  
You can begin taking the ACT 
as early as 7th grade and you 
can continue to re-take it as 
many times as you want until 
the completion of high school.  
However, the ACT is considered 
a high school junior level test 
and this is the age most 
students are prepared for it. 
ACT tests are offered six times 
throughout the year.

ACT Tips:

Golden Rule of Testing: 
Students should prepare for 
and take two official ACT
no later than June of their 
junior year.
If you are in AP and IB 
classes, you may want to 
plan to take the ACT in the 
fall because in the spring 
you will be preparing for 
other intensive tests in 
these courses.
It is recommended to start 
planning and preparing for 
the ACT no later than 8-12 
weeks before test time.
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